Special Species Spotlight
- Graeme Barclay

It's been a while since we looked at a special clone of Aechmea nudicaulis. This is a new cultivar for us in New Zealand, also with a brand new name.

Aechmea nudicaulis var. nudicaulis (1997-0314A) - now Aechmea 'Parana'

As with many other special Aechmea nudicaulis cultivars, this plant hails from the Mata Atlantica (Atlantic Forest) in south-eastern Brazil. It was found in the wild by well-known American bromeliad collectors Wally Berg and John Anderson. They collected it on August 7th, 1997, while exploring in forest near the small towns of Morretes and Matinhos in the southern state of Parana, just south of the major city Sao Paulo. 

How do I know the exact collection date you may ask? The answer is in the "1997-0314A" number that is on the original tag and also noted above. When wild-collected plants are submitted to Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (MSBG) in Sarasota, Florida, (home of the Bromeliad Identification Center), they are given an identification number, preceded by the year of collection. This number identifies when, where and by whom the plant was collected in habitat. After I imported this clone from Peter Tristram in Australia in 2015, I waited for it to bloom and then sent photos with the identification number to MSBG, hopeful for information on its history. The 'Plant Records Keeper' there, Shawn McCourt, promptly replied with the above collection information from their database. This was great to know and shows the importance of keeping names and numbers on our plant tags. 

Being an unusual looking cultivar, it was sent to MSBG by Wally Berg, but interestingly does not appear to have been named or widely distributed in cultivation to date. Over the years, Peter Tristram obtained a number of species cultivars from the MSBG collection, often by swapping plants sent from Australia for study and preservation. This lovely, large clone of Aechmea nudicaulis was one of his acquisitions in 2012, of which he dutifully recorded and kept the Selby number on the tag in his nursery. Now that we have it outside of MSBG in our private collections, it should be given a cultivar name and registered with the BSI for future identification purposes. Therefore, it will now be known as Aechmea 'Parana' and is registered with the BCR as such.

This lovely plant is a clone of Aechmea nudicaulis var. nudicaulis, with the elongated inflorescence, bunched scarlet scape bracts and robust, tubular form. It grows large to 40-50cm tall, propagating its offsets on short, thick stolons to form a sturdy clump. In high light the undersides of the leaves blush pink, traversed with defined silver banding, while the upper leaf surface stays plain yellow-green, producing a lovely contrast. The toothy leaves also develop very noticeable, thin, red margins, which accentuates the other leaf colours, creating a unique and stunning spectacle. In lower light, the leaves are a marbled olive or light-green colour and the red leaf margins tend to fade, but are still noticeable. The photos below are great examples of how the same plant can look, simply being grown under different light levels.

Aechmea 'Parana' is very hardy and relatively quick growing like most other clones of Aechmea nudicaulis. It is highly suitable for epiphytic mounting in full sun positions where the myriad of colours and silver banding fully develops to await the stunning, red and yellow blooms at Christmas time.

Photo 1 – Aechmea 'Parana' blooming clump – Photo Graeme Barclay

Photo 2 – Aechmea 'Parana' in lower light – Photo courtesy of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Photo 3 – Aechmea 'Parana' young pup showing off its colours and red leaf edges – Photo Graeme Barclay
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